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Fascism And Modern 
Warfare 


THE ROAD TO JLAVERY OR 
REVOLUTION 


Spanish Struggle Vital To The 
World's Workers 


Wtaat was obvious since the outbreak of the Fascist and 
military mutiny in Spain Borne six months ago la even more 
dearly revealed, namely: fascist conquest employs every means 
of modern warfare—modern warfare affects the personal life 
atid the social functions of every tndlvtdttftl and every institution 
of the whole eommunil v, If, ns a result of such risings the State 
and the citizen are confronted with strife which affects their very 
existence, which throws all into the the immediate 

consequent c can only lie, in the case of defeat, ruin, slavery or 
death: and in the case of successful defence, a complete social 
Revolution* which may be consiilcrctl both ns the supreme means 
of defence* and as a tangible and permanent force guarding 
against the recurrence of such assaults. 


In iga past tribal warn led to the 
wflfnn i riaftj im ijf the enemy or hi* 
fa|l|ui1i cemdefunatinn to divery - 
In Uwr times the aims of war* were 
terniutiil tomjum h imnliifif tribute 
and loot, hut not necessarily implying 
wanton destruction of valuable prop¬ 
erty which wa* to be annexed Then, 
m the modern period, let ub wy from 
)$ii- 1914, wars were somewhat less 
frequent, ircrr somcUnvci <oniid=rei 
to further purposes of tini-ionil libera¬ 
tion, were fought out an strictly 
military lines with the public assisting 
alrmut as spectators, as in duels, and 
only i he Franco-German war of 
IR70—VI affected civil populations to 
such a degree that revolutionary out¬ 
burst^ principally the Commune of 
Farii, 1871, arose directly from it. 
Tile Russian upheaval ai October, 
1905, was a similar sequel to the 
Japanese war against Russia. 

State Supremacy and Its 
Consequences 

Then futltiwed the great war of 
1914—I8 t which apparently had the 
Support of all elements in all the 
euuntrit* concerned, front the conser¬ 
vatives to nearly *U socialists and 
organised worker* and some few 
anarchists as well- Every out wo* 
pressed into military service and sub¬ 
mitted with a docility unexpected to 
tbit extent, though it was an open 
(eerrt that all mean* were rourted to 
in in attempt to alleviate or to ahift 
The responsibility In the main, per- 
•final liberty, since then, paawft a* «1 
anachronism, due Stole take* com¬ 
mand of ernyhody and everything 
and the coming war* which are bong 
studied and have been in prepare C inn. 
ever tmcc the lout gun won fired in 
1918, ore expected to bring to per* 
fcctiun the enrolment of every inan, 
Wwtian and trained child tolu Stale 
and War service at 4 moment 1 * notice. 
It wn pm dui etiurmoni mtemn* 
fh'iitmn uf Slate supremacy in wartime 
which nude the nvcrslrained bow- 
itring map in KuuU, in March, 1917, 
and binnght the immense authorit¬ 
arian apparatus into the power of 
port if*. r.f which the molt eager fu* 
power, the Botihevitfi, in November, 
became the new mailer and then 
ealahhthed a permanent dictalarihip 
of iu nwn. The example ihua act in 
seizing power by taking poiittftion of 
the unwieldy Stale machinery, which 
Kem* to wait fur a usurper, was not 
lost on Ihe national 1st* of Italy who 
seized the reim of power in 1922 t* 
Foiriirt and an there of Gernintiy 
who, after attempt* beginning m 1923* 
carried their aims in 1933. No wonder 
that the governing apparatus qf every 
country, brought to such perfection 
excite* tlie envy of the adherent* of 
both partita in every country- No 
Wonder that both attempt to seize it; 
the established dicta mralupB have 
every interest in helping them, atid 
they certainly do so 


Mutism Government & Fiiihirv 

Modern governments arc unable to 
cope with ibis situation Both by 
their attempts to deal with the econ¬ 
omic crisis (which i* above govern-* 
mental injunctions) and by attaching 
everyone to the State in preparation 
for war, they are simply strangling 
tbc real life or their countries and 
creating the huge centralisation* and 
hi-rifli ng* , wbicli citli'.i 1 amlijiSm -- r 
conutiunlxU are so eager to irixe upon; 
this meant that tuch government!, 
vexatious at *11 times. have now 
hecotnc a public danger. They 
promise to protect the safety of the 
conununity and thin may Ik ihrir wish, 
but they are no longer able to do it. 
In Spain, they could not keep tire 
whole army from falling under the 
influence nf treacherous generals, and 
they wmild nol, in gntid time, give 
weapons to Ihc people to fight in their 
own defence. They would not hinder 
the bourgeoisie in its attempt to 
organise themselves as pbalingtilj and 
to enjoy rkk financial support. whilst 
the workers' organiselions met with 
obstacle* of every sort. They- have 
the monopoly of diplomatic relations, 
but they did not tec the Fliditl" 
arrangement* with oiher countries. 
In a similar way, modem gnvtrtimenia 
are nowhere up lo iheir professed task 
and simply cannot be. 

(kuses of Social Revolution 

ITie result is that almost every¬ 
where the immense Stale apparatus 
and War machinery, reked upon by 
facial or other usurpers, can be sud¬ 
denly used against the people a* an 
m&trumcni of destruction, by surprise 
and aystemalie action as in Spain, by 
killing the militant*, terror king the 
masse* and, lo overcome resistance, 
destroying everything, a* the two 
months' shelling and bombing of 
Madrid is proving. Thii meet* with 
the support of foreign fascist countries 
at prices which the ilrikra country 
will hivc to pay by toil or by being 
handed over lo foreign, bondage. If, 
then* all are attacked and victimised, 
invaded by foreign hireling* and sold 
to f oreign speculators, then I lie meas¬ 
ure i* full, new form* of protecting 
life, of 4 social order must he found, 
and change* happen which ire called 
4 lOi'Lii rrt’altilion. 

There is 4 fatal concatenation 
between all these development*. 
Progress could only have been realised 
by ethically and intellectually adult 
men who would conquer and realise 
Their social and publics! freedom— 
away from I he State, then. Instead, 
thru ugh the work of socialist thcor- 
iais and panics and through cun¬ 
ning reactionist*, foetal function a were 
heaped Upon the Si ale. Then the 

State wa* further burdened with the 
modem war apparatus, and ill Is wat 
overmuch-' it became unwieldy and 
wa* triced by dictators, and this huge 
{continued vn puge ftra) 
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II is in seeking tKe tfood of 
others, In embracing a great 
and expansive sphere of 
ad ion, in forgetting our 
own individual interests, 
that we find our true 
element, 

GODWIN, 
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FIGHTING TO DEFEAT FASCISM 


Heroes—Not Mercenaries 


THEY SHAIJ. NOT PASS ! 


The ' International 

* 

Brigade 


Page after page of history is lit by 
the actions of biave men. There have 
been many heroes; there have been 
many heroic armin. But in. Spain 
today there arc men of a new type, 
inspired by a new purpose; men whose 
ideal is higher even than patriotism; 
the men of the International Brigade. 

These men are foreigner*, fighting 
on foreign toil But never before has 
there been such a foreign army os this. 
They are nu! mercenaries like Franco 1 ! 
troops. They do nut fight for money, 
for any kind of material gain. They 
fight for the ideal of freedom. Free¬ 
dom for the Spanish people, becaure 
they regard the Spanish people aa their 
comrades, They fight to cod oppres¬ 
sion, not in Spain alone, but in the 
whole world, They know that if 
Fascism wins in Spain, tyranny and 
brutality will spread further, Thry 
fight in defeat Fascism here in 
Spain before it Ii too late to defeat 
it anywhere- Their only reward it their 
knowledge that they arc defending 
a world cause, that they ri*k, and give 
their own live* freely to save the world 
from barbarism, They ore Lhe very 
reverse of me remark*, 

And they are the reverse, loci, of 
unscripted troops. They were not 
asked to come, The French factory 
worker woa not a*kcd lo come, but he 
read of the Fascist aeroplanes over 
Madrid, he left hi* machine and came 
to Spam. The English miner was not 
anted to come, but hr heard of the 
hcroiam of Mi fellow Spanish worker* 
and came up out of hi* mine to make 
hi* way to Spain. The Polish peasant 
was not asked to tmtir. bul hr under¬ 
stood the lutamng of Futctim and left 
his farm, hi* wife and c*me to Spain. 
The German and Italian worker* were 
fed with lie*, were commanded to 
support Fascism; but many of them 
escaped from their countri», slipped 
over the border by night and came 
10 Spain- 

From every country there men came 
to form the International Bngjdc. 
There are the men who have offered 
their own live* to save the fives of the 
children of Madrid There men met 
lhe full shock nf the comettpt and 
mercenary Fascist army and helped lo 
Him them from the gate* of Madrid, 

To us in Spain the men of the 
International Brigade are mwt ilian 
good soldiers They ure h symbol. 
They prove to u* dial the liberty lov¬ 
ing people* of the world arc on otir 
side; that right-thinking men will not 
tolerate oppression: that we do not 
•tand done in lhe struggle for free- 
diKn. We in Spain thank with all our 

heart*, our trmif a del, the hcroc* uf 

lhe Iniemutiunal Brigade. 

{General# dr Cianiunya). 


(totiirtiurei from prrrimt mm mu) 

sitiona of the jieopte manifrated in 
every moment of their live*. Every 
historic movement of Spain haa if* 
fimurd always the attitude of lhe 
people against a central and absorbing 
power against imperkliini, againit 
arrogance and tyranny, 

M kVhertvcr wc turn, we find lhe 
some u | iposiuon to oppression and 
humiliation,, by any jjow T r wha!soever. 
Thai j* Why it Ha* been difficult Tor 
any dictatorship to bo set up m Spam. 
When it wa* mipUnicd it wa* mure 
tike an operetta. Ant! when the at¬ 
tempt ttrar to rxtahliah a real dku* 
toiship the people rose in rebellion, 
preferring dralli lu *lireiy.'" 


Federica Montseny on Significance of Revolution 


THE ANARCHISTS' IDEAL 


The following arc extract* from ihc 
first nf a *sri» of lectitra to be giiTtt 
in Bincclona and organised by the 
propagAnild section of the C.N.T.— 
K-A I. The speaker on thin occasion 
was Federica Montoeny, Minister of 
HcaUh in the Genereliiat 

" First L wish to *ay that we An* 
arddita, both a* individual* and a* 
mem here of the F ,AJ.. have never 
changed our position. YV< are Au- 
srdtitt* as of old and ettll pursue the 
same ideals. 


" An ideal which become* stagnant, 
whieh Im* no flexibility, which has rw 
adjustability, wliich cannot react and 
whore representative* cannot respond 
in Accordance with drtumstaoce*, 
auch an ideal ii destined to be ret 
apart, to be put in u corner and to be 
substituted by other ideal*. 


" We tried many timet before to 
speed ini the hocial revoluiiou hi 
Spain; attempted to itir up the feel¬ 
ing* of lhe people and to raire the 
banner of Libertarian Comtntiniem. 
Since the establishment of the Re¬ 
public wp weft rhe only one* who kept 
lhe masses alive; lhe only ones why 
remained faithful to their revolutionary 
creed, Without uur conrimicd vig¬ 
ilance, Spain today would be Very dif¬ 
ferent. A timid democracy, a reform¬ 
ist aod-nhim would have hrTd bark the 
injMsc*. Our conxtaiKy, same might 
rail It uur madness, wa* n eve usury to 
wear down tlic npprmtive forced of 
the old demncracy which, in Spain, 
wat a hundred year* (ichind the times 


M No one could have foterecn ihai 
we would have •iiiiuliatiroua rtvolu- 
tiou and war. Not a civil War like 
those of the part, where the force* 


were equal; but a modern war in 
which we were the woe*t equipped, etc. 
Our men poorly armed, without jilans 
could nut fight again*! armies perfectly 
equipped according to the standard* 
of today and rem farced by regular 
face* from Italy and Germany, spec¬ 
ialists in warfare and with an iron 
discipline which made it impu»ihlc 
for them to retreat, One due* not «e 
ihc tixe of a mountain until one draws 
away from it But away in the di*- 
tanee We turn and look and w ander. 
Have we really come *o Tar f How 
did wc manage to overcome *o many 
uriou* difficulties in auch a cruel and 
unequal struggle? 

“ But now a *ti!l greater problem 
faces u*. A problem befidc which 
the problem of war *rtrtm easy, Fur 
tlw war, a common cause against * 
common enemy, made it possible to 
have anil to maintain the unity of all 
the anti-fascist forces—Republican*, 
Social tala, Conitnuniit* nod Anarch¬ 
ists. 

" Bul imagine the panorama once 
the w ar ii over w ith the differeut ideal- 
ugicil force* that will attempt to im¬ 
pure themotive*, one against the other 
'[’he war enrer, the problem will lire 
in Spain with the suntc characteristic* 
a* it hod in France and Russia, We 
must prepare ounwlves nnw, We must 
declare our point of view *n that the 
other organisation* will know wliai 
to expect—We imnt lotik for the plat¬ 
form, Inf the point nf contact wlik'h 
will permit ua with the greatest anionut 
of freedom and with a minimum plan 
of economical realisation to continue 
on our mad until we reach Clic goal, 

h We have already •pokm of what 
wc wanr, once the war is ended. Whai 
m say today we said before war. 
Something eunatibitaulial with the 
very history of Spain, with the aspir- 

(funtittued at foal nf next rohiusn) 
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WHAT ARE THEY 
DOING? 

We are weary of reading in 
lb® Press every day of further 
deveJopim-nts in the diplomatic 
world, Each day takes ua fur¬ 
ther from a solution nf the 
Spanish situation, if indeed there 
is a 41 diplomatic” solution to 
this problem. 

We cannot blame the National 
Government for attempting to 
prolong discussions and put for¬ 
ward new suggestions so as to 
waste time, as was done in the 
ease of Abyssinia. The Govern¬ 
ment represents Capital and 
the Capitalist Class, and this is 
unconcerned with the struggle 
of the Spanish workers. 

But we do blame the people of 
this country, who boast of their 
superior " democracy , 1 ’ who 
boast of their tradition of 
Liberty and Justice. We blame 
the TTJ.C, Congress at Edin¬ 
burgh which supported non¬ 
intervention ; those Labour hLP.s 
who supported it in the House 
of Commons with such vigour 
that when the time came that 
their error was obvious, even to 
them. Mr. Baldwin was able to 
ridicule them openly; the vast 
Official Labour organisations 
which have as yet made an inaig- 
niiicnnt contribution to the 
material help given by organisa¬ 
tions all over the world. When 
will these Official Labour Or¬ 
ganisations realise that they 
must be of on International 
nature If there is to be true 
solidarity between workers? 

It is ^ not our intention to 
recruit Volunteers to go and 
fight with our Comrades in 
Spain * it is a matter which must 
be thought out by the individual 
liimself, and a decision reached 
after considering the circum¬ 
stances. Besides, those who 
want to help in a noble cause 
have been considered by our 
14 democratic ” Government as 
being criminals worthy of im¬ 
prisonment, or at least 14 un¬ 
worthy" of citizenship in 
M democratic 44 England! We 
feel, however, proud indeed that 
from this country—apparently 
so different from other countries 
by its insular character and love 
for progress " by the ballot and 
not the bullet "—already many 
hundred men and women hove 
left for the front; that already 
ambulances with complements of 
skilled surgeons, nurses sod 
assistants are alleviating the 
suffering of the wounded in 
battle, and the innocent women 
and children 44 blessed" by 
Franco’s civilisation of bombs 
and artillery fire. 

This work has been done by 
small organisations, independent 
bodies and by individuals. Their 
work has been effective and full 
of enthusiasm—that of the 
Official organisations, ineffective 
and indifferent. 

WORK TO BE ItONE 

So much can be done to help 
Spain, The problem of the 
evacuated Children of Madrid is 
of vital importance, Mexico and 
France have already taken steps 
to take care of os many as pos¬ 
sible until the end of the con¬ 
flict, Will the women of Eng¬ 
land do likewise? 

Much help can be given by 
consignments of food, clothing, 
and by money. 

It can also be given by making 
known to the English public the 
reasons for the conGiet. The 
nature of the ideals of the oppos¬ 
ing forces, and the meaning of 
the word 4 * volunteers" to 
Franco, Mussolini, Hitler and 
Mr. Eden 

(rrtiqlutW rf foot of turn column) 
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THE GREATEST WEAPON Fascism and Modem Warfare 


Educational Progress In 
In Catalonia 

It Lb i<l the greatest interest in nett!' 
that during ttw present grave times 
education luti mot been overlooked. 
An j matter of fact the standards of 
teaching and pc boating have risen cort- 
side!ably despite nbncpmujil condition* 
There arc many men and mntn of 
goodwill with dean conwricnefa and 
splendid Intellect* who a» energetic¬ 
ally denoting ihcb interciis to improv¬ 
ing our educational system. They 
maintain that the former method* of 
suprctiion leading to ignorance and 
misery were due In the lick of proper 
education. The privileged data always 
had control of liic kWIi and guided 
the system of education to suit its own 
convenience- Fighting against Fa*- 
eittii and malting a resolution against 
dictatorship and the capitalist dua 
would be 4 waste of time and energy 
Unless the educational system were 
Immediately changed to prevent ihr 
possibility of a return to the wine 
vicious circle. 

Notwithstanding the lack of local 
school* and many mure necessary 
education a! institution?, due to the fact 
that our mure energy ta centred upon 
the war, there fins Ivcn a tremendous 
program made in the past five immlhi 
in tins field nf education The Mew 
Unified School*, which were conceived 
by the rational educators nf the 
C NT\, were accepted and approved 
by the Generality of Catalonia and the 
entire population of the Catalan 
region. Under the former system of 
education and the control of the for¬ 
mer official* for many years before the 
revolution, there were only 31 ihout* 
tmd children rostered in alt schools. 
For the pan five months alone 42 
tfioveond chtldrcn mnre were registered 
in the new schools. These figures speak 
for themselves lOR^fe increase of 
new pupils in a abort and eery 
difficult period- -marks the height of 
educational progress in Spain 

The slogan of the New Unified 
Schools, " school for oil and ill to 
school If ,4 if perhaps the greatest 
weapon against the old bourgeois And 
capiinUit rlae*. 'Hie execution of 
FnftrisCD Ferrer under Alfonso’s 
regime was one example of the re¬ 
action against a new rational system 
of education.. Rut thrta is nnty the 
beginning There ta a great pro¬ 
gramme of educational advance* ti» he 
put into effect as soon as the w*r ques¬ 
tion is solved ’Hie conquest of 
educational institution* will be one nf 
the important achievemenLi of (his 
revel nti oft 

^turffiTuri/ from previous co/ironr) 

SOCIAL REVOLITION 

We cannot too often repeat 
the fact that simultaneoimly 
with the war, a Social revolution 
is taking place in Catalonia and 
the Levant*, The Revolutionary 
forces of Spain have show n that 
they not only destroy but also 
reconstruct. But in the place of 
a country stricken with poverty 
—due to inequality—they arc 
building a Society in which all 
will have the same rights. 

In this society work will be 
organised in such a way that it 
will represent, as it should, but 
a small part of the Individual’s 
life, instead of. as to-day, the 
greater part of his life. In such 
a way, all will be able to acquire 
a certain culture which will 
allow them to appreciate the 
great works given to the world 
by writers, philosophers, artists 
and scientists. 

Much is already being done in 
certain regions for the education 
of children and adults, whilst in 
former monasteries, have been 
organised workers’ Universities, 
Once the War is at an end, all 
this work will be greatly inten¬ 
sified because, whereas the 
Church had maintained for so 
long its strong position by keep¬ 
ing the people in ignorance, and 
always siding with the mili¬ 
tarists, the Anarchists wish to 
maintain theirs through educat¬ 
ing the individual to appreciate 
the necessity of working for the 
new society, which in based on 
Freedom and Justice, 

This does not mean that the 
same methods would be applied 
if they were to be attacked 
by outside reactionary forces! 
They clearly showed their 
strength in Barcelona on July 
10th. 


(continued (turn page *mt, *hAiiwh tiro] 

mss* i* fluw either already the prey 
of fascist and similar pir*cy or it 
evpcrti lo hrcTime * 0 , firing unable in 
tied a way out of lliii 1 rally untenable 
ntinilmn, comp Arable t o ihut of the 
anted! fn*'win Saurian* when gtofogtol 
change* (nwliM tfinr conditions of 
life disastrously. 

Ifuw Aftaitbittn (an Be 

EriaMblMd 

‘Yhw conriuriniui do not imply dun 
in tin* way torn tithing like Anarchism 
wo* automatically cttiMkhcd in face 
nf a fascist I morion and die failure 
of the State to prevent nr repel it. 
Anarch tarn can only exist when, and 
where, ami to the extent to which 
people really wish it. Many people, 
though no) all, desired it in Spain in 
larger number? and for h longer time 
Ilian anywhere else, and they made 
the greatest sacrifices for their cause 
for generations past. They mean now 
to have two things —thrv atm free 
tm&cktit life and ttfefi general 
arrangements 41 best promote 
every form of progress and make 
libertarian cwwcptiafia known and 
acceptable to tVCT increasing mi in fieri, 
TTii* is obviously the mity method by 
which the most ethical form of social¬ 
ism can spread, jj it abhors and must 
abhor propagandist methods based on 
d&iUgogY, coercion and terror. When 
it is desired to realise the maximum 
of freedom, who would think of forc¬ 
ing unwilling person« into dumb 
obedience or Ita-«mce? It is lucky 
for the world, — and historically it 
could nnt happen otherwise,—that 
Catalonia was free at last, from July 
19th onward, to are anarchist* take 
things in hand and to try to set the 
fairest and most equitable example of 
free social co-operation that WH ever 
seen. 

The Nmt for an Undvrslimding 
of Anarchism 

1 know that authoritarian socialists 
and anti-socialist* existed a* well in 
those early days, but they were cither 
struck to sonic d^^Ttc by the efficiency 
of the a natch!*! * whom they had 
known so Hide, nr therr narrow opin¬ 
ions isolated them. One noticed a 
similar surprise in foreign visitors. To 
one who has seen something of inter- 
nation*] socialist literature for a long 
Lime back, this ignorance is quite ex¬ 
plained bv the real absence of source* 
of information in socialist literature of 
most countries. The average reader* 
think that Proudhon and Bakunin 
have been dead for many years now 
and have both infer destroyed by 
Marx, that Kropotkin is also probably 
dead and that since his time nothing 
i* likely ti> have happened in anarch¬ 
ism Mom would ignore the very 
name nf Mala testa and infinitely few 
would be able to give the name of a 
•ingle Spanish anarchist, except per¬ 
haps Ferrer, who ta jiut the man about 
Whom those who tea] tv knew him 
alwiy* raise the question whether lie 
*“ in in or chiii. Such lock of in¬ 
formation a their own affair, but the 
world at large ought to know k, since 
they uv constantly confronted with 
•ocudtat opinions about Spanish 
anarchist*. It is sufficient to tty hem 
that the events since Julv have cstab- 
liihed form* nf co-operation of Span¬ 
ish socialist* with anarchists, jmt M 
anarchists and socialists from abroad 
have genenuudy given their liv« f or 
Free Spain. It might be wiser, there- 
fore, lo look for real in formation on 
anarchism in Spain, than to pooh pooh 
it off-hand, because cither the nearest 
yellow journalist or rten the great 
Marx or Hngel* Raid so. 

Tltv Spanish Anarchists 

Ai thing* are, alter the silencing of 
AnareliisiTv in Italy tinre 1926 and 
to a very large extent, a |*o In the 
Argentine Krpubtie, oince the autumn 
of 19M, the Spanish Anarchist* re¬ 
mained practically alone in (near the 
brunt of tlw Struggle. Since when 
had ihey been fighting? Ever since 
I BOS, Wtihout respite; tome, in other 
forma, for long year* before that date. 
ITicy were always the Intimate militant 
element* of the organised worker* of 
*ome SO.flOO in TS73 already, of about 
a million in I919 t of tiffi more uiux 
IWt, etc., vrhidt certainly brought 
them in touch wtth labour in town 
and country 10 * larger extent than 
most of the prt*rnt-day militant 
soeiaurta, who often have but very 
indirect contact with workers through 
the imermediary of paid official* 
electoral agent*, etc. A Spanish mili- 


tanl pay* with hi» l^e Htld “ mttn 
often shot at or imprisoned, than 
enjoying rnt taping public 

hnnmin. Hi* «udy arc the niltoral 
centres and the month* or year* pasied 
it, pi [win. The available literature it 
targe, prndurtd berth in Spain and 
Spanish America, rich in translation! 
and touching on live economic* of both 
continent*. Many Had and have an 
American experience of thrir own. 

I cannot enter upon their ipecilk 
anarchist cnficepliuns, the relauona to 
syndicalist ideology* dc., but it is a 
fart that *19 the vital question* of 
socialism have barn independently 
examined in ilicir tftflwu. Bokumn, 
Mala test 11 *nd Kroputkin admired 
ihem and recugniscd tiutir great do r O- 
tion and tikcir irtclkcturi independ¬ 
ence, They were the find who Mood 
up against who! is now called fatalism, 
the fatal belief m a unique doctrine 
which implies enmity or animosity 
against all neighbours. With typical 
insight they instiled on this funda¬ 
mental truth nearly fifty yeati ago, 
whdst to ibi* very day it is impossible 
to get a clear reply on thb puint front 
nearly ill socialists, ** everyone 
advocates the totaium of bis own 
party, but deprecates that of die nther 
partic*. They welcomed the Bu*atan 
HevoEution of 1^17 and undentood 
die hard character of it* initial pro¬ 
ceedings; bat when these resulted in 
systematic dictatorship and party 
toEaltun, they repudiated bolshevism, 
as they always repudiated political 
Marxism. They had the experience 
of 19! 0*22 in a life and death 
struggle with the powerful factory 
owner* nf Catalonia, which cost 
hundreds of lives on both rides, that 
of a tenacious struggle with the dic¬ 
tator, Prime* de Rivera, 1923-30, and 
that with the new Republic since 
April, 1931. r rhe latter period brought 
no end of acute struggles, from strikes 
to widespread local revolts. They also 
had much inner experience, thus in 
controversy with the Marxist*, be¬ 
tween anarchist collectivists and com¬ 
munist*, between internationalist* and 
Catalan nationalistsq . beHvccU vacuus 
shad to of syndicalism,, etc. As indi- 
viduidfi, they kept vigorous by contact 
with peasant life, much ideal " tiatur- 
iim" and friendly social life, many 
also as real fighters: if lliose had not 
been alert in the early hours of July 
19th and barred the way lu the 
advancing soldiers and cannon, pistols 
in hand, Barcelona would have been 
lost thjt day and slavery might have 
triumphed all over Spain . . 


Not H> Jtist TtmiriMfe f ‘ 

Thus the Spanish Anarchist* are 
not just the "idle dreamcri” J of 
unknown origin, hut they are the 
specific Spanish representatives of 
Socialism, the continuaton of early 
Federalism, ctcr„ whilst Marxism vv** 
a late importation in Spain fl«72), 
increased very slowly and had greater 
ramifications only when h acted as a 
trade union hi'dy (V'.G.T.) nr in 
alltanErc with the republicans and stare 
1934, when for the first time m 
Asturias it did some real fighting—and 
then, there, ride by ride with it, stood 
the anarchist movement, also some 
communists (i*Ik> h*d been very lit tie 
conspicuous in til the year* before). 
There i* he* running away from these 
turd facts for the sodiliit* and gen¬ 
eral politician* of tile other countries - 
anarchism may he j »negligible" 
factor js yet in their hotuc cTMiutries; 
in Spain this is different, and it bears 
the characteristics alluded to here 
which can be verified from many 
sources, and which do not represent 
tht usual stock opinions 0 / uninformed 
persons. 

The Workers Resist Fascist 


- itiaq racist 1 

then, with rulhlesj fuctsl cru 
the intoti« armament 0 f modi 

Tart, meant a* « deathblow 
form of progress ta Rp a in t 
leeble efforts even of the □ 
41 pupuliir front " gutxrnmenl, 
not only by so much courages 
resistance, but by the will of 
men and udeuer, romeioui' t 
irenchrroui jfroAe at rteryfA 
ttw dear ta itu r*. njil/d only 
dreunriy by f armi „ f 
as the old structure had n 
cspoble of averting the blow 
to this day is not yet overrun 

ts backed by the incarnations 
reaction. The **tnc i* be 
happen in every country u ke n 
be possible to resist a fascist 


When watchmen ire found Hleen 
when alleged patriotic armed 
turn irattor*, who would dream of 
perpetuating * system where that m n 
possible? ft had l*een pnasiblc for 
one Russian sudaliit party to (hilndge 
*11 the others tl9l7J, lot one of icmri 
Italian n*tioti*3 parties to *cuc the 
whole country (1 4 522]» for one Ge*mtn 
natiopsltat pirqr to do the same hi 
19JJ, It haa also hern potriblc fot 
Japan to seixe Muichum and Jtriy 
Ethiopia, against the will and under 
the protest of the wfiule cortktminiqn 
i)f nation*- Surety, this is no reason 
why Free Spain ohnuld not rise \ n 
defence ag.urist such tn umUught 
July, 193b, just as Austria wuhniood 
by armed force a liftiilw onslsuglu 
in July, 1934, and rightly so. If 1 ™^ 
of the help now given to Free Spsiu 
by generoui friends of freedom hqd 
l>reri given to the Italian people tn 
1922, fitscitxn might iihve been itempnl 
out at the toot ami the world's an xt 
from thro onward might less resemble 
the road to ruin. 

This, it is true, is 1 thing of tfia 
pcut T yet it i* a not forgotten experuna 
jiml in rv'cry' coming crisis the question 
will be put m holder terms: uht* h 
the use of the Slate and the present 
system, if they cannot protect ur 
against tuck brutal traitors} The 
consequence will be rww poEitirel and 
social forms which in those n*i untrict, 
where an authuritiuian mentality ptr- 
vrils, will necessarily tafcc v«y 
authoritarian forms, those of wne 
form of bolshevism far more drastic 
than it has ever been in Russia. 

The Nreil For Cu-opcnitiDZi 

Spam is a happy peninsula where 
the old anarchiM and federalist iradt- 
t inn permitted beautiful forms nf fr« 
socialism and ruantfeatatinns of (hr 
moat tolerant spirit qf progress. This 
cannot tic imitated offhand, and 
efforts to promote u liberal and liber - 
tariim mentality in other counlrin 
direct support given to the present 
straggle, is the essential work to da, 
Will Labour and soclaliatt and enm^ 
munis!a understand this necessity, <x 
will they go nn pruckiming each it* 
awn toulitm until the eucmv rntm 
and alt is too late? 

Mankind, the worsen* the anarch¬ 
ist* alsiq are, heaven knows hew 
nmde*T; but os living units they 
require a breathing spare: this fi 
denied to them, in principle, by iotri- 
iiin and against this they *rv' bound 
to revolt a* choking men would br«k 
window* to get freth air. Fascism 
therefore breeds revolt and a system 
which cannot secure people agriuK 
Fascism is bound to be swept away by 
revolt. The present system*, how- 
ever iniquitous, are likely to continue, 
aa long m they are efficient m averting 
any type of intalism. Otherwise, 
cither such totabsm usurp* power w 
new and unknown forms, dependent 
on the p rev tiling mentality must arise. 
Any amount of latitude is possible tn 
such new forms, provided tliey are nal 
totalise, which would call forth a new 
revolt. 

Such is, to the best or our know¬ 
ledge the essence nf the present situs- 
tion. IV nmxt powerful rcactioniry 
elements are linked in deadly *irqggk 
with the most progressive dementi to 
be found in the world today, which is 
not untended to disparage anyone, but 
which is put forward in good frith as 
a statement uf facts. Others prosper 
economically, other* arc victorious ta 
war, oihcrs enjoy more comfort, pos¬ 
sibly, bur those in Free Spain who 
are in the heart of the struggle, hare 
unirthabiy devoted their lives to the 
struggle for teal freedom and human 
solidarity to an extent which, hnweW 
little 11 may be brawn abroad, is none 
tv less 1 nciintcitable for that and is J 
great reality, an outstanding feature 
uf this age. 

They have shown "talent and (art 
and have rallied the best men of an 
old country. If they ore leR to perish 
now, tins will avail nothing to luke¬ 
warm iklifers, halfhearted irntiimfs 
who will then be quite alone in a 
".I ^ Fasdjtt* and BdihevRlA 
all ready to pounce nn them from ripM 
and left ft ta not those who would 
rtand by to »ce progress murdered in 
Spain, who would be likely to save 
democracy in the Wertefit WorMl 
Tlieta own turei tn beennw the dares 
-rutotal km wnuld come next 
IVy are lucky that Free Spain standi 
foremost in thta gtnrious sTniogle to 
rciuat Slavery—« them help ■* 
vigorously j* in them lies and the good 
wuiw nf Prugrc*! will *t last become 
a reality Otherwise, let Furtipc red 
her face fit a world of rum» and ruin. » 
BaroHoua, XJLX, 

Januirj, 1937. 
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WORK 

CO-ORDINATED 

The Socialised Oil 
Industry 


The Ecomunic Council of Lerlda 
copfisriilnl I Hr three oil ffltlora-s of 
CTti«in r Porrc* and Jav£ There in- 
A^triga Jire now luring f-cMri j. 1 Jd with 
the dd of I hr wnrkete employed i n 
the* fsrtor trt 

The farm labourer* of thr L N.T 
gyndifitc of Urida a«d Jtirruimdlngi 
have nAifd thr Committee for ihr ar- 
rtiigemnit of grinding ibr olive* which 
csenrk He dofte by syndicate of ihr vil- 
1 jjjh. This work will be performed 
Sffiftprk* nin by the U.CX syn¬ 
dicate 

In l^eridn. * syndicate Osiumhtee 
fanned io del end the interest* of 
the pmdwnrt a* well n of lilt? factory 
qrnrVcT^ with » pltn for ihc co-ordin- 
■tbo of production An agreement 
wa* reached on the most irnpufUiU 
point*. 

Among other things, credit will be 
^minded from the Ministry of Agri¬ 
culture for the olive planters and for 
foytinnlon nf llie Co-opcfalive of econ¬ 
omic supplies for the workers. 

The celling price of the olive* wiU 
be fixed in conjimetloti with the fact¬ 
ory Committee, The ivorlten receive 
* weekly wage of 70 pewm The 
factory Committee of Control, com- 
posed W ttnrkers ffmn the C.N.T. and 
the UGT. has the right to employ 
the former proprietors an icehtikiana 
if they are necessary for the interests 
of production. These pioprictor* if 
etoploved have no right to interfere 
with the organ!sa! inn uf the work or 
with commercial matters. They can 
iftrn hr djschiirged without Cwnjteti- 
utiem if the workers consider their 
naistapcc unnecessary. 


THE FUTURE IN THEIR 
HANDS 

5.000 Peasants Confer 


Yriterda) a special tram brought 
amir than 5,000 peasants to Motoro 
for a meeting organised by the Feder¬ 
ation of Agricultural Sinrilraie'i of 
Csialuniu. lJelepation^ -citinr from 
every jmrt of Catalonia to Either in 

the Have Pal are Theatre, the most 
spacious lull In Mat-irn. the capital 
of the coast Jn*e Cal vet, the Cmin- 
riUnf for Agriculture in the new Om- 
eruHly «-a* present at the meeting and 
made t iiicitufu] Speech 

C'alvet pointed out that the new 
Council of the Generality would bok 
after the peasants ui he himself was 
ihrir repre-wntatis t there and worked 
■l the orders of their own orgMit*- 
aicm He mentioned the potato prob¬ 
lem which ii one of lln? principal ag- 
rituhural interest* of the Mauro dia- 
trin fMaresuie) and how he had been 
htatrumentid in solving it I [is apeech 
was greeird with innnenie eiithusiasnt r 
and threr* were also given fnr the Pre¬ 
sident ni the Mifcmiic branch nf the 
Federation, by Eduardo Sim, chief of 
the Technical service of the General¬ 
ity Aiming the problems dealt with 
was the poultry farming campaign to 
icdme Catalonia s annual cxpenaiteire 
of more than GO million prtalu on egg 

irnpnf [,iiinn 

Manud ffomt Immnret told or hi* 
Wqrk in Fiigbml w hich resulted in the 
jumilhluy of sotting potatoes in Mar- 
«mc. The English market he said 
would offer good prospect* this spring. 
The Fwotoihinary work of the pea- 
splits arid eh t rule they' will play in 
the new Klein! order, where I hey wilt 
guide agriculture jml receive its bene- 
fiii, was spoken of. Agriculture will 
he I he key to Catalan wealth and the 
iwanjnij have the future of the mo- 
luiinn in tbdr hands. 


NOTICE t 

We have hwn sending Hpecl- 
mcn rtijiiiw of Hie past Issues 
hi many ari<tre*Hi‘H, hut after 
[hr present bwuc will continue 
wmtliig only to readers. who 
have puli) indr subscriptions. 

By wridlng us your suh- 
nrrlptloii you will bo helping 
U% to defray the cost of print¬ 
ing and pEiHtagon. The ser- 
viooH of the Editors are given 
voluntarily. 

Send tliom mow its: 
w SPAIN an cl the WORLD,” 
207, Goawrll Itoud, 
l^iiulrui, Ilf J. 

2/6 for IS iasiies post paid. 
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Famous Musician Serves Revolution 


Refutation: 


Gesture of a True Artist 


Tablo CuvaU. world rtnawned Veil is t r 
well known tt> London concert goerv 
and iTuuridered the greatest cvpooent of 
the Vctlo n{ his time. Inti placed at the 
disposal nf the People's Government a 
large proportion of hi* banking 
account. 

”1 was onv of the rich of SKwlcnn,* 1 
he *aid in an intcmcic “ To-day ( 
urn nut iveaEthy, but J du not ound [ 
am a manual worker.—yea, maiuiid— 
and as *uth am closet j tied to thr 
dcmncrjiic movement. \% is already 
known, the Catalan gdYcmm.cnI has 
asked me to iw my art in the canoe of 
propaganda before die civil war, 
ami without in vital ion bom anyone. 
I made much material and moral 
propaganda by mean* of my art f« 
my country One must not fnrgei 
that L am. an artist and nut a propa¬ 
gandist '* 

He agreed that lus projected foreign 
tour would be indirect propaganda 
and raid I hat it would give turn the 
opportunity Eo deny the report* that 
he had been killed To anyone who 
asked he would reply 11 No one is 
being murdered In the streets of Bar¬ 
celona.” 

He wanted it lo he niiderstnud that 
he was nut a politician. u I repeat 
that 1 am nothing more than an 
artrtL Hut I do not bear m silence 
the accusations of vile fleeds that arc 
made against the Catalan people, the 
people who have no responsibility for 
the civil war and who are making such 
hemic sacrifices, Formerly there were 
differences between Wt Catalan* and 
the Spaniards. Now CaMlanui and 
Spain march side by side and l feel 
every daj more Catalan and fnnre 
Spanish." 


When asked if tie would remain 
neutral in ihi* present Kimggle he 
replied " Neutral 5 By no mean* 1 
am no the side of the Spanish people 
who love and appreciate me* f cannol 
approve of these Catalan intellectuals 
who, in the uiriuient of danger, aban¬ 
doned their euunify mid fled abroad 
I know I hat l could live hetter else¬ 
where than in rjarecltm* and enjoy 
mure nuttrtnl comfort. Hut I declare 
that i? soon At I have finished my 
foreign tour i wilt return. I tvii| 
remain faithful to the Catalan people 
to their hour of darkness its I have 
lived wilh them to their hours of 
happiness." 

Asked if he would give recital* in 
Germany, he said " I shall not go lu 
Germany. I made this decision on the 
day when the Nasi* deprived ibe 
great conductor Bruno Walter nf his 
position I said to them and I repeat 
it now . t shall not set fool in Ger¬ 
many white liberty of Thought and art 
are prohibited. Why am I a demu- 
erjl? I jitu a democrat because mdj 
in a democracy can the inn of a poor 
peasant rise a* I have n*en. It is 
because of this that I shill avoid the 
roadi that lead to Germany.” 

Wc might add here that Tchudi 
Meuulun, the young virtuoso of the 
violin, also refused to play in Ger¬ 
many when invited to give concern 
there, unless Bruno Witter were the 
conductor, k is also well known that 
Toscanini refused to conduct the 
Wagner opera* at Bayreuth, and has 
not conducted in Fascist Italy since 
the time he refused to play the Fascist 
hymn, " Giovincica." 

Casals, To&canmi, tluherman, ^'al¬ 
ter, Menuhin. , these arr the names 
of true iftiistsl 



Hlfifttinu Stiiru Works Now Lndrr Workprr*’ Control 

U.G.T. WORKERS’ FAITH 
IN ANARCHISTS 

PUBI.IC DliCLARATION 01’ TOLKRATION 
AND LOYALTY 


At » maat meet mg held at the Gran 
Price Theatre, the U.G.T. {Socialist 
Trade Union] worker* of the Textile 
industry, explained the reason for the 
meeting through their Secret*ry Sew. 

It was pointed uul th-il the Catigresa 
ttf the yarn and tcmile uiduntties, held 
under the aunpice* of the C.NT, ttf- 
gnjikititini, decided upon a definite 
programme fnr efficient production and 
many other ipicstjuns ineorpnrated hi 
their programme (detail* oF which wc 
puhUshvd Jn the JrJ„ isouc of Spain 
tinJ thr JF«rfA *J"he pact between the 
C.N.T and the U.G.T w«a agreed 
on the said candilions and signed, and 
at thu meeting the reprrsnualiven of 


the U.C T. gave a detailed report of 
tile Agreed condltinn* 

” We must not fnrget " rmuimted 
(he Secretary af the IJ.G-T. ” tli.ll 
jointly our organnatiim jnd the 
C.N.T. will raiabtmh a sirueture of a 
new cconnmy which passes min the 
hand* of the worker*. 

r rhey have mkcu into eotulderalipfi 
that Council* of the textile ifiduntry 
will have lo be farmed in til diatnct'a 
in accordance with the pruposed plin* 
of the C.N.T'. enngren* ill order to 
realtu Ibis great work immediately. 
In till* Work ihr U.G.T. will <dk 
tahoriEe witll the t'.N.T. in vvhtoe 
#yudh«U>s they have aiwaya found the 
maximum unde tela riding and loyal ty, 


Of Certain Misconceptions Concerning 
Libertarian Communism 


BV ISAAC PUENTE 


In memory' of tbo devoted miliumt, the cleat thinker and 
the good and jiM man thal w r as Dr, Itsnnc Puente, we feel 
justified in publishing ihe famous article which he devoted to 
” The n.Tutiition of certain miaconcepLions conceming Liber¬ 
tarian Communism,” 

Since he was ;umiiRsiiiated by the FuscisU. Comrade Puente 
will never see the realisation of the just and beautiful world of 
which he dreamed. But he had lived this very' dream with such 
energy and with such practical vision that no one to-day dare 
declare his dream an impossibility. 


The idea of libertarian com¬ 
munism clashes in the case of 
most persons with deeply-rooted 
prejudices. We shall attempt to 
brin£ such prejudices before the 
mind of those who are the 
greatest victims of them. Theirs 
shall be the task of freeing them¬ 
selves through reflection and 
considered experience. 

Misconception No. I. Attri¬ 
buting a transitory character to 
crises. Capital and the Stale are 
two ancient institutions which 
are in the throes of a world 
crisis, increasing and irreme¬ 
diable, two organisms bearing in 
their own decomposition, as al¬ 
ways in nature, the germ of 
organisms which are to replace 
them. In nature, nothing is 
created, nothing is lost, every¬ 
thing is transformed. Capital is 
buried in its own ruins, because 
it is Incapable of increasing 
consumption to the same extent 
as machinery increases produc¬ 
tion. The unemployed represent 
a revolutionary force. Hunger 
suppresses the individual in iso¬ 
lation but it arouses resentment 
and bravery amongst the dis¬ 
tressed masses. 

Among the proletariat, sub¬ 
versive ideas take root and 
flourish. The state too Is being 
strangled by its own authori¬ 
tarian apparatus. It ia forced at 
every' moment to pile up fresh 
repressive forces, fresh bureau¬ 
cracies* to jJevote the levies ex¬ 
torted from the masses to ever- 
increasing parasitic growths. 
When props are placed round a 
building, it means that a collapse 
is imminent. Individual con¬ 
science. increasingly aroused, 
openly recognises the limitations 
of the state. An for the latter, 
the immediate threat of its 
downfall has caused it to modify 
suddenly its historical evolution: 
it has tended to assume a miti¬ 
gated nnd democratic form to 
Lake on the tyrannical form of 
Italian Fascism, and the milita¬ 
ristic and bureaucratic dicta lure 
of countless other nations, in¬ 
cluding Russia. 

The crises in which the old 
institution of capital jam and the 
claims of the prole Lariat to a 
real existence on the one hand, 
and the old institution of the 
state and the libertarian aspi¬ 
rations of the people on the 
other, meet In confiict. are uni¬ 
versal and merciless. 

The new shall replace the old! 

R is futile to ding to old 
systems, to have recourse to 
botching, to palliatives and re¬ 
forms, even if they were as 
attractive as the theories of 
Henry George U). Such mea- 
aures come too late to revive a 
decadent organisation. One must 
think of the beings who are 
Rtruggluig to be bom, who 
would replace that which mufit 
disappear, of all the new-born 
forcea which demand an adc- 

uatc environment for their 

evclopmenl. 

Misconception N*k 2, Sup¬ 
posing Ihsit libertarian commun¬ 
ism Is lire fruit id ignorance. Aa 
persona of a certain culture see 
libertarian communism expoun¬ 
ded by men who are reputedly 
ignorant and unlettered, by com¬ 
mon work ms without university 
degrees, they readily assume 
that libertarian communism is 
the product of simple minds, 
which ignore the complexity of 
present-day existence and the 
di [Tivoli, res, inherent in a change 
of such magnitude This pre¬ 
judice implies another which we 
shall mention later, 

A Greater Itmlght 

But in the firs! place, we would 
declare that the proletariat ob¬ 
serves with more inalght than 


the intellectual classes, social 
reality, and. as a result of such 
insight arrives at a clearer 
understanding of the solution 
inherent in it. For example, let 
ns take doctors, lawyers or 
chemists; their only method 
in restricting the numbers 
of professionals is to limit 
admittance to the faculties 
saying ”The available places are 
filled; no more can be admitted!" 
and to transfer to other occu¬ 
pations thereby arousing per¬ 
haps great arum os tty in the new 
generations which come into 
being and which Rock to learned 
institutions in ever-increasing 
numbers. This is precisely the 
kind of childish, absurd, un¬ 
suitable and unreasoning solu¬ 
tion offered by those who set 
themselves up as superior to 
others. 

The workers, on the contrary, 
do not hesitate to put forward 
solutions, in accordance with 
their study of books devoted to 
sociology, ’which are not limited 
to one class only, or to one gene¬ 
ration of a class, but which are 
applicable to all social classes: a 
solution, which in the hands of 
experienced students of socio¬ 
logy, Iras already been developed 
on a scientific and philosophical 
basis, and which to-day fears no 
comparison with any other theo¬ 
retical solution claiming to en¬ 
sure the means of existence and 
a cultural environment for every 
man. 

MiNCunception No, 3, The 
aristocracy of superior know¬ 
ledge, Some da un that the 
people are incapable of Living 
freely, and for that reason, re¬ 
quire to be guided. The intel¬ 
lect unis in parti cu Lor attempt to 
enforce the aristocratic privh 
leges such as were enjoyed up to 
the present time by the nobility. 
They claim to be tire leaders and 
protectors of the people. 

Power of Personal Ability, 

Ail thnt glitters is not gold. 
The intellectual worth of a man 
who, by force of circumstance, 
is deprived of ” learning," is 
not for that reason oione, neg¬ 
ligible. And conversely, many' 
intellectuals failed to rise above 
si vulgar mediocrity, even with 
the help of their academic dis¬ 
tinctions. Quite the contrary. 
Meanwhile, many workers have 
raised themselves to the stan¬ 
dard of the intellectuals by the 
stuw power of their personal 
ability. University preparation 
for the practising of some pro¬ 
fession imp!lea no superiority 
whatsoever, since It is not ob¬ 
tained through free competition* 
but beneath the protecting wing 
of economic privilege. 

We prefer a mind which can 
be cultivated with all its primi¬ 
tive energy, rather than the 
mentality poisoned by prejudices 
and stupined by the humdrum 
routine of ” learning/' 

The culture achieved by in- 
tellcctunUt does not prevent their 
retaining in a very undeveloped 
condition the semi men L of per¬ 
sonal dignity, which often shines 
so impressively amongst people 
who are considered to be without 
culture, 

A liberal profession docs not 
give a larger appetite, or a 
larger family, or more serious 
illnesses than a manual trade, so 
it cannot lay claim to greater 
rights. An Intellectual possesses 
nn other superiority but that of 
his professional knowledge If 
the worker is incapable of carry' 
Ing out the work of the intel¬ 
lectual, the converse is almost 
nlwixytt true, Nn superiority can 
be claimed, unless it be by 
fatuously rnierih* reasoning. 

(To he continued! 
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Thi' CunfetleratiMl and Anarohlnt Press 


Friendly and Unfriendly 

A REVIEW OF'PRESS VIEWS 


Peace News— Universe—Solidari dad Obrerau- 
El-Diluvio Espanel 


NINE GOVERNMENTS IN 
SPAIN." 

El DUtivio &paii<il fascist 
daily paper of Buenos Aires 
writes that "Red Spain" has 
nine governments. It names 
them as follows 

«1. Government from Madrid 
which is in Valencia; 2- Anarcho- 
syndimlml government in AJi- 
eante, 3. Soviet government in 
Barcelona; 4- Anarchist govern¬ 
ment In Cartagena l 5. Anarcho- 
syndicalist government in Bil¬ 
bao 1 6 Communist government 
in Santador; 7. Soviet govern- 
ment in Valencia ; S. Conunumst 
government in Malaga; An¬ 
archist government in Aragon 
IBujalaimel. Altogether, we 
must add, there arc nine extreme 
governments against the one 
true and legal government which 
is in Burgos." 

The statement continues By 
saying that there is chaos. If 
there is chnoa with nine govern¬ 
ments. how much more there 
would be with only on# govern¬ 
ment. Or does this statement 
indicate the futility of govern¬ 
ment ’ So much more efficient 
is self-government by the indivi¬ 
dual 1 believe A w as Professor 
Haldane speaking in the London 
Kegionai programme who said 
that there were no policemen in 
Madrid because there was no 
need for them; the self-discipline 
of the people has prevailed. 


The Anarchists Ln Spain— 
Wfiat is Anarchism? 

The Peace News l No. 30. 

9 1 37); gives an answer to 
these questions in its leading 
article— 

" This Catalonia, which ia 
thus giving a lead both in the 
way to end the war and in the 
way of reconstruction—feverish 
transformation of the economic, 
social, and political structure of 
the region is such that it 
has already been described as 
«Western Europe's first Com¬ 
munist State » an anarchist 
Catalonia. 

Pot those for whom the word 
has terrifying associations this 
definition has been given: 

“The organisation of society 
without the State and without 
private property. 

♦< The nuclei of organisation, 
about which will be built up the 
economic life of the future, exist 
already in society; they are 
the syndicate, the spontaneous 
grouping of workers in factories 
and ah kinds of collective under¬ 
takings, and the free munici¬ 
pality, the spontaneous grouping 
of the people in towns and vil¬ 
lage*. . . 

” These organizations take 
collective possession of private 
property and regulate the eco¬ 
nomic life of each locality," 

Some attempt at least is being 
made, even at this early stage, to 
act on the principle of “from 
each according to his ability, to 
each according to his need." 
Though not based on non¬ 
violence, violence is not essential 
to the system.“ 


It is consoling to see that 
anarchism Is being more freely 
discussed in certain sections of 
the English Press—The Daily 
Mail and other newspapers of 
that type will still associate 
anarchism with chaos and atro¬ 
cities, Fortunately, however, 
men and women of repute who 
are returning from Spain speak 
with admiration of the work 
being done in Catalonia and the 
Levan te, nnd these opinions 
should counteract all inform¬ 
ation which can only be accre¬ 
dited to over Imaginative minds. 
The part is greater than the 
whole—far the H1 Universe " 
Judging by the Universe's 
“ horrors " campaign during the 
post six months, there should 
not be a living priest in the 
"Red” territory. Yet in the last 
Issue 115th Jan.) the "Special 
Investigator” (title enshrouded 
with mystery!) describes the 
means adopted by priests in 
attempts to escape into French 
territory, though apparently 
without success. 

There is a mistake somewhere, 

H no pries L is spared how can 
there still be any alive to escape. 
Ferhaps it is like the parable of 
Christ, the bread and the crowd 
of hungry people. From a few 
loaves his disci plea were able to 
collect several large baskets of 
crumbs, thereby defying Euclid 
and Mathematics. Similarly 
the more priests that arc 
"killed” in Spain, the more are 
there to be found alive! 

The Terrestrial Paradise 
Francis McCullagh adds hia 
little w T eekly contribution far my 
amusement Ln the above men¬ 
tioned periodical. He recounts 
that thanks to the generosity of 
the Portuguese, Franco has 
spent a very pleasant St. 

Stephen's day this year, 
McCullagh who has a good 

imagination was able to close 

his eyes and find himself 

with the "Reds," and what a 
state they were ini In the Red 
territory' they are prevented 
from enjoying their St. Stephens 
day by "gangs of foreign mer¬ 
cenaries officered by Russians.” 
Furthermore he says that Fran¬ 
co has no hard words for any 
Spaniard in Madrid (he has hard 
bomba and flame throwers in¬ 
stead) because "probably about 
70'< of the population of Mad¬ 
rid are on his side and are 
longing most anxiously for his 
arrival in Madrid," Fortunately, 
McCullagh uses the word 11 pro¬ 
bably," because he can also 
mean by that " probably not." 
Not even the Universe's Special 
Correspondent can be too sure of 
his sight when looking into 
Madrid from the front line , ., in 
Seville! 

Poor Boston! Her only friend 
was Christ* 

The Solhlaridml Ohrera of 
Barcelona publishes the fol¬ 
lowing interesting comm uni* 
cation: 

"In the house of Rosinn Upon, 
Diagonal 363, in Barcelona,, a 
party of fascists used to meet, 
fcrafmUAf fg foot of nrxt (olumn) 


CNT-FAI’s Part in 
Spanish Revolution 

“ Fascists’ Defeat in Barcelona an Epic of 
Working Class History." 


Catholic Priest’s 
Reasons 

FOR SUPPORTING 
ANTIFASCISTS 

EFFECTS OF "UN-CBItlSTlAV* 
WORK 
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London, !%h January, 


A packed and Hireling m held iM* 

Hall under llic auapk« of ihc l-ondnn C cimmittre o ic .* . ... y 

Af.rr a .Wt W* b II* Ctwlmum "fiSS 

yOut luis. juat returned from Spain, outlined the bwtoiy ' P j c 

^rlun B JZcmcM; from the lime of life new Inquiubjo of UJJ £ “ 

c*«miSna At Mooimkh. from the execution of Whocik* kin* to the 
nnumcre of the worker! in the Astoria*. nu rvT- 

“ We may l» “-Emma Gttonin said-" th« the n*nof^CN.U 
FA I. *rc the direct descendants of iheie martyr* of the " f 0fkill 8 “*' 

»«» ** *?« * "* *”*» fot ' A * h ,U 
thi* sRcrifia: af human life s'» made."' 

ivmtnu Goldman then espl»ined that m imp Jiiionrd pt« for the rclaer ol 

a ... I j.'ltfi ■ I >1 PffeiF 


the nseAm adopted in the past were 
■trikes, as in Sitagoaaa, where thry 
lasted a* Ioor at a month, wlulii in 
UarLclonii, Valencia, Madrid and other 
important Idwii*. they were equally 
developed The w orker* came near lo 
realising their ideals. Then came 
the Republic of 1931* which they had 
hoped would be more progressive and 
above all more liberal. " Bui they 
proved |ujI as relent tew Toward* the 
CN.T* as did the dictaiunhip of 
Prime de Rivet a. Political 

liberty without economic liberty 
In luwtesa and leads to ruin." 

The heroic pari plaved by the Anir- 
chisru In Barcelona, »hn headed by 
four Comrade*, Durruti, Awamj, Gar 
cin Oliver ami another, defeated the 
well equipped troop* wtmtrd in im- 
pmjnahle position* in ihe barrack* 
and oiher strategic points, with their 
hare fisu, was warmly applauded by 
the inerting. 

" These men "—Kfuma Goldman 
continued with defiance—" did not 
wait until the (Jincrement kindly 
supplied them with rifles and machine- 
gun*! In fighting Fascism, nur 
Comrade* were fighting for the world 
al Urge; for those whole nations living 
under the mailed fist of DktatorihipB. 
Those men were fighting for Free¬ 
dom and Eton omit Justice It Was 
the first time in the history o( the 
worker*' struggle that the people were 
not only driving hack the enemy, but 
weft retonstructing at the same time. 

It was a fallacy to suggest that the 
workers were destroying fine buildings. 

" Workers looked at me in wonder 
the speaker added—“ ' Why should 
wc destroy thcnT,' they asked, ‘ when 
yse ft re the people who built ihrtli, and 
rhereferc know the Eabuur entailed in 
the building.'" 

ANARCHISM NOT NEW 

Anarchiaco is nnt ficw to I he 
Spanish people. The ipukrr had met 
numberless peasants and workers 
during her exteiiaive tour of Spain, 
iiid everywhere one heard that the 
people wanted Communismo Liber- 
taria—free Communism or Anar- 
chiim. One old man of ninety-five 
represented three generations of 
Auarchuts in hi* family. The people 
of Spain were prepared to tacrificc 
themselves to the list man to defeat 
Franco. 

EfltflU Go ldman concluded WLlh 

[tonlinurd from fuluw in 

The agents of Investigation and 
Vigilance of the Catalan Gene¬ 
rality were informed of these 
meetings and decided to attend. 

. . . . But the day the police 
arrived there waa ao meeting as 
the fascists had been informed 
and postponed, their assembly to 
another day. 

The Investigation agents asked 
Rasina where her friends were, 

"My friends?" replied Resina, 
"I have no friends. My only 
friend la Christ'* 

The officials were not satisfied. 
Roamn's comfortable flat and 
the abundance uf bottles of vin¬ 
tage wine and of all kinds of 
liqueurs made it apparent that 
if Rosiua's only friend were 
Christ he must have been accom¬ 
panied by bis twelve Apostles. 

They decided to make a search 
of the magnificent and delicately 
perfumed rooms of Rosina's 
apartment and found, in the 
Louis XV drawing room, two 
monarchist flags and three mil¬ 
lion pesetas. We expect that 
Rosins will have to wait a long 
tunc for the visit of her one 
friend . . . and his companions." 

LIBERTARIAN, 
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rvacviAlcd wnmen and children- The 
diildrcn, irmocent of tliiR conflict, 
were tmoriiicd, >nd u was our duly lo 
do all in our power to help them. 

Fc finer Brockwiy, Secretary of the 
LLP , was ihc nc.xt ipakre. He 
fl ,nd iiiat it wu essential to uitder- 
fctiiml lo nlmt extent the men of 
the C*N.T.—F.A.L were respon¬ 
sible for the quelling of the Mili¬ 
tary Revolt in Catalonia- Wc 
must l*ear In mind that eighty 
per cent, of the worker* in 
rnlalnniii belonged to the C*N*T. 
and that over half Hie workers 
In Spain licking to that organisa¬ 
tion* " If we are enquiroitR," 

In- said, " It 1 s oar duty to be 
fully acquainted with the part 
played by the C.N.T,—F.A.I. in 
the Revolution-'' The speaker 
then vividly described the way 
the Anarchists defeated in 24 
hours the strong Rebel resist¬ 
ance, "The way the Fascist* 
were defeated In Itareelona b 
going to live as an epic of Work¬ 
ing Class history'." 

FREE INDIVIDUALS 
From these results Mr. Brockway 
considered that we cotild dnw imputn- 
iitu conclusioru.. The great solid* 
nrity that existed among the 
Anarchtats was due to each 
individual relying on his own 
strength and not depending on 
leadership. Thu Spjmiah worker* 
will he successful because they will 
Oat be content just to defeat Fajtrism 
and accept a Stalus quo of a Pariia- 
mentary democracy'. Tlir weakness 
and in act bn of drmacraciri invariably 
breed Fascism. In Spain the control 
will he in the hands of the Workers. 
Mr, fleockway, after expressing his 
pleaiure at being present, hoped that 
those gathered at that meeting would 
go away decided that they would 
search for ihc iruth, and try to 
apply to the situation tn thi* coun¬ 
try the cast experience obtained from 
Spain, The Orgamnaliona must, to 
be successful, be combined with a 
free-thinking people: not a mass, 
hat free Lndlviiltiahi. 

TTie last speaker, Captain White, an 
Irish republican, suggested approach¬ 
ing Anarchism u he did, from an 
indLvidusbstic slaadpoint. tie did not 
believe in discussing the philosophy of 
Action, hut considered it necessary 
thiil one should act at the psycho¬ 
logical moment. He deprecated the 
|»or logic of democratic Govern¬ 
ment*. One must art and not juat rnt 
away. 

HEROISM OF THE SPANISH 
ANARCHISTS 

Captain White quoted from impar¬ 
tial men w ho ipake with admiration 
of the heroism and the work done bv 
the Spanish Anarchist*. He spake at 
length nf collectivized villages, and in 
particular of a small fishing port so 
admirably described by Mr. Luigdon- 
Utvift in a book he had juat pub¬ 
lished. Quoting from Sir Chalmers 
Mitchell, he compared the work be¬ 
ing done by the U,G,T. and the 
C.N.T, and a* a final remark ex¬ 
pressed surprise that Mr. SUachcy 
reuld have written a* he did, in n 
well-known publication, that the 
worker* in Spam hud been drawn into 
" a rigid anarchist mould. 11 Thi*, to 
his knowledge, wa* far from the 
truth, 'Hie Anarchists were the most 
tolerant and under standing men he 
had met. 

At the conclusion of the meeting it 
wn» announced that a further meeting 
would be organised by the Committee 
for February f2th, and that Emma 
Goldman would discuss the respon¬ 
sibility of the Church of Spam in the 
Spanish conflict. The CtaUttlfcm for 
ilm relief of evacuated children 
realised over £50. 

V.ft. 


J, M. Gallagas RacaTyJ, th e 
theological franon of Codot'a 
Cathedral, in art interview with 
the Ureas gave analytical rea- 
sona why nil true Cathuljca 
should support the nnti-fascut 
catiste. .We quote parts which 
we coJtaidcr are mwt mterest- 
ing. because they show that Ihu 
Church has always been working 
in most " un-Christian-like man¬ 
ner, enjoying the Iu*uric* qf hf e 
and forgetting theise p(>or people 
who the Church was supposed tt> 
help—there have, of counte, been 
exceptions though unfortunately 
too rare! 

IVhsil would have lwren the 
attitude of Christ? 

If he had been alive at the 
present Lime, would he have 
sided with those who began the 
war? Would he have put him- 
aclf on the aide of the potentates* 
the wealthy and the privileged 
people of the world against the 
poor, the humble, the needy? 

Pape Leon XHI himself dec¬ 
lared that Hie conditions, of the 
worker* in Sjmin was Utile 
be Her than slavery* The con¬ 
dition of the workers in Spain is 
due to capitalist rule. It is the 
capitalists who. almost exclu¬ 
sively are fighting now against 
a side composed almost exclu¬ 
sively of workers, in order to 
maintain this condition. For 
those who are hungry and 
thirstv for justice, the only pos¬ 
sible attitude is to declare their j 
sympathies for those who are 
not defending the privileges and 
abused of capitalism but on tht 
contrary are defending the pos¬ 
sibility of a worthy life* 

We imivl go to the people* 
Leon XHI gave this clear order 
to the priests, Wbot does going 
to the people mean if not Kriiig , 
their Ljvea, penetrating their 
ideals, serving their cause in all 
its just and right aspects, for¬ 
giving their faults, shaping their 
consciences and sanctifying their i 
souls ? 

The violence which the people 
showed to the churches mid 
priests Is due lo the injustice 
which has separated them from 
religion. Their violence was 
called for by the turning of con¬ 
vents into fortresses against the 
militias and making holy orders , 
the uniform of the enemy of the 
people. 

Whatever good mirations ms 
may give the fascists the fact b 
inescapable that they retedled 
against the legitimate govem- 
inrnt. According to the orders 
of the church no Catholic may 
lake up arms or take any sedi¬ 
tious measures against a legi¬ 
timate government* 

Fascism, as a doctrinal system 
is inadmissible for Catfcofl» 
Books written by fascist autho¬ 
rities prove this as plainly as 
possible. Rusenbarg in Germany 
and Gentile in Italy to state only 
the most outstanding. 

The fascists in Spain a re 
fighting to prevent the spread of 
culture and Us Iwnelite. In spite 
of the fact that the church is not 
in agreement with the idea of 
dictatorship of the proletaJ^f* 
and with Marxism, it must be in 
favour of the social progress 
represented by the people s 
cause in Spain. Christian# must 
look with sympathy upon every 
effort towards diminishing the 
social inequality between human 
beings, glad every' time when the 
difference between otic man and 
another is lessened. 


Ackturwl (sdgflDcflt 
Lincoln Croyla in the Nr* 
Statesman & Nation of January 
16th. writes: "SPAIN & THE 
WORLD is a fortnightly with 
anarchist sympathies. It bi* * * 3 
book reviews nod mtertsthig 
general articles, reproduction* 
of pouters, etc., and is able to 
draw on the Solidaridad Qbrera, 
which is the most import*®* 
newspaper to-day in Spain. 1 " 


















